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About “2020” 


“Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God” 
-Isaiah 40:3  

On January 9, 2020, our staff left for the annual planning retreat. We took your conversations, and ideas, 
and prayers with us. We spent hours in prayer together and apart. We spent hours in bible study. Then, on 
January 12, 2020, we came home with an outline for our 2020 curriculum. Then some things changed. 

For many institutions and individuals, the changes brought the world to a screeching halt. Typical behaviors 
and routines were paused.

Our movements were limited, and in some cases they still are.


But on January 12, 2020, before any of these changes, God sent our church a message…a theme for the 
year that mirrors the mission statement on our website and in our bulletins.


We can move with God.

No matter where we are or what we are going through…


We can move with God.


Knowing what we know now…let’s look back at the monthly outline for 2020:


Series 1: Move with God 
• Theme: God is always moving and everyone can move with God. 


Series 2: Remove 
• Theme: Sometimes moving with God starts by removing the stuff that gets in the way or holds us 

back. 

Series 3: Moving In 

• Theme: When we remove the unhealthy stuff, it makes room for God to move in us.

Series 4: Being Moved 

• Theme: If God is moving in us…then we aren’t just moving, we are being moved.

Series 5: Moving Stories 

• Theme: People who are being moved by God often have moving stories.

Series 6: Moving Up 

• Theme: Moving stories are uplifting because they cause us to worship. They move our eyes and ears 
and hearts and minds UP to God.


Series 7: Moving Out 
• Theme: When we worship God, we find that God prepares us to move out. 


Series 8: Moving Forward 
• Theme: When we move out, we occasionally encounter challenges, but God gives us ways to keep 

moving forward.
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Upcoming Events

November 29 10:00am 
A pre-recorded Hanging of the Green service


December 6 10:00am

Shortened 30 minute service with communion


December 12 8:00am-10:30am

Garden Workday


December 12  
Reindeer Games for children & youth


Series 9: Advent 
• Theme: During Advent we prepare for the coming of God, who we believe is going to live and move 

among us.  
As we move through Advent and transition from 2020 into 2021, our staff will be entering into a time of 
prayerful preparation. We ask for your prayers. Pray that God will speak and we will hear. Pray that a year 
from now we will look back on 2021 as we have on 2020 and remember that God was with us! And that 
was enough!


“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which means, God with us. 

-Matthew 1:23 

Sermon Series

December 13 10:00am 
Shortened 30 minute service with 
caroling


December 20 10:00am

Livestream only service with cantata


December 24 11:00am-3:00pm

Shepherd’s Table


December 24 5:00pm & 6:30pm 
Christmas Eve Services
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Get Involved

GOOD NEIGHBOR PROJECT 

During the onset of the pandemic, the church launched the Good Neighbor Project to assist neighbors 
in need with various tasks such as grocery shopping and delivery, helping a neighbor move, or helping 
a neighbor till their garden.  You can sign up to be a good neighbor at www.mcbc1803.org/covid-19.

PRAYER GROUP 

Every Sunday at 7pm the church meets together online via Zoom for prayer.  Contact Debby Berry 
at dberry@unch.unc.edu for details.

MINISTRY RESOURCES 

Several small groups and classes are being offered online via Zoom.  For details, visit 
www.mcbc1803.org/covid-19.  You can also find Children & Youth ministry resources and updates on 
the website.  

http://www.mcbc1803.org/covid-19
mailto:dberry@unch.unc.edu
http://www.mcbc1803.org/covid-19
mailto:dberry@unch.unc.edu
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MISSIONS PROJECT 

The church also launched a drive-thru Missions Project that takes place every Saturday between 
9am-11am where you can drop off the following at church for IFC and CORA:


▪ Canned meats (spam, tuna)

▪ Canned veggies

▪ Dry milk

▪ Pastas

▪ Cereal

▪ Hygiene supplies

▪ Cleaning supplies

▪ Temporal thermometers

▪ Face masks

▪ Clothing for Durham Rescue Mission

▪ And the following items for prisoners at Orange County Correctional:


▪ Hygiene items - especially soap, stick deodorant, toothpaste, and 
shampoo


▪ Clothing for the men when they work outside the prison

*Pull into church on the north (Sanctuary) side, drive behind the building, pop your trunk, and someone 
will be there to retrieve your items.


*Contact John Davison to volunteer with the drive thru at johndavison01@gmail.com.   


BUSY NEEDLES 

In November, we distributed approximately 37 warm hats and scarves through IFC in Chapel Hill, and we 
are busy with even more projects. If you or someone you know has spare yarn to donate, we would 
truly appreciate it! Let us turn your leftover yarn into warm comforts for others. Don't worry if the skeins 
aren't full....we can make stripes! We are also in need of small items of various shapes and textures, to 
attach to our knitted/crocheted fiddle muffs (helpful for Alzheimer's and dementia patients or people 
challenged by autism) - such as buttons, beads, charms, tiny dangling pompoms or fringe....or maybe 
YOU have some ideas....anything that has no sharp edges and can be securely stitched to the muffs. 
Also, metal "jump rings" of various sizes are very useful for attaching items that must be removed during 
washing, so if you have any empty spares on your key ring rack, we will put them to good use! Thank 
you for your help; you are blessing others by your generosity! If you would like more info about this 
group, and projects you can do at home, feel free to contact Dorothy Rand at 919 542-3002. When we 
are able to start meeting again, newcomers and beginners will always be welcome to gather with us! We 
look forward to seeing YOU!


mailto:johndavison01@gmail.com
mailto:johndavison01@gmail.com
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INTER-FAITH COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL SERVICES (IFC) 

As 2020 comes to a close, IFC looks forward to the grand opening of their new building in downtown 
Carrboro, IFC Commons.  Be on the lookout for an early 2021 announcement!


IFC has released a community impact report for the last fiscal year (July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2020), 
revealing that within that timeframe IFC has provided 54,589 hot meals, 15,080 bags of groceries, and 
735 holiday meals.  Additionally, IFC secured $119,822 in emergency financial assistance for those 
struggling to pay their rent, utilities, and other emergency needs as well as provided 32,336 nights of 
shelter.  34% of IFC shelter residents moved into permanent housing during that time.


Since the pandemic, IFC shelters have changed their operations to ensure the health and safety of 
residents, staff, and volunteers.  Through a partnership with Orange County and the Town of Chapel Hill, 
single shelter residents moved into hotels and will remain there as long as funding allows.  The IFC 
shelters have been up-fitted with new equipment such as medical grade curtains and plexiglass 
partitions in preparation for their return.  Meanwhile, families at IFC have remained in the shelter, and 
have been provided wifi, computers, and supplies for school, thanks to your generosity.


Ways to donate to IFC:

• Visit www.ifcweb.org/donate to donate monetarily

• Visit www.ifcweb.org/currentneeds to donate food and material goods

• Visit IFC’s Wish Lists at Amazon www.bit.ly/IFCwishlist and Target www.tgt.gifts/IFCforSS 

• Donate towards a holiday meal for a local family in need (see coupon below)

• Participate in the challenge grant (see below) by 12/31


IFC has been offered an all-or-nothing challenge grant

from The Stewards Fund. 

Help us raise $71,677 by 12/31/20.

 If we don't, we miss out on a grant of the same amount. 

Your gift helps unlock a $71,677 match. 

All financial donations received by 12/31/20 qualify. 

Donate online at ifcweb.org 

or mail a check to: 

IFC

100 W. Rosemary Street

Chapel Hill,  NC  27516

Questions? Contact Jennifer Gill at 919-929-6380 x15.

http://www.ifcweb.org/donate
http://www.ifcweb.org/currentneeds
http://www.bit.ly/IFCwishlist
http://www.tgt.gifts/IFCforSS
http://www.ifcweb.org/donate
http://www.ifcweb.org/currentneeds
http://www.bit.ly/IFCwishlist
http://www.tgt.gifts/IFCforSS
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Notes from Virginia 

We have loved meeting with the children face-to-face.  They have adapted well to wearing masks, and 
physical distancing.  This month we talked about Joseph and his brothers and made Advent Wreath/
Calendars.  Please continue to pray for our children and their families as they navigate work, school, and 
covid.  For more information about children’s ministries go to our website at www.mcbc1803.org/
children. 


Notes from Will 

Happy Thanksgiving! Things in the youth department are pretty steady this holiday season.  We 
will continue to meet on Sunday nights via zoom and host weekly activities that focus on missions, care, 
and fellowship.  Coming up on December 12, the youth and kids families are gathering for Reindeer 
Games, an afternoon of safe outdoor games and friendly competition.  Be on the lookout for more 
information on Reindeer Games, weekly updates,  and a calendar of all our activities by visiting the youth 
webpage at www.mcbc1803.org/youth. 

http://www.mcbc1803.org/children
http://www.mcbc1803.org/children
http://www.mcbc1803.org/youth
http://www.mcbc1803.org/children
http://www.mcbc1803.org/children
http://www.mcbc1803.org/youth
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Mount Carmel Church Preschool 

In November, our preschoolers were blessed with that famous North Carolina weather for their preschool 
days!  We had days as warm as 79 degrees and as cold as 30 degrees.  We had t-shirts and shorts on one 
week and hand warmers in our gloves another.  We experienced the rains from hurricanes too!  We were 
able to utilize the outdoor shelter, front porch, and covered breezeway near the playground to continue to 
keep our classes safe, dry, and outside!  Through all that, our preschoolers still loved their time at MCCP, 
showering us with smiles from behind their face coverings.  


During the month of December, preschool will begin to look a lot like Santa’s workshop as the children 
make gifts for their families and ornaments for their trees.  I still hang ornaments on my tree that my 13 and 
14-year-old made in preschool.  They are such treasures!


MCCP will be taking an extended winter break this year to allow families that may travel during the holidays 
to quarantine before returning to preschool.  The preschool will reopen on Monday, January 11th.  


I am looking forward to the hope that the season of Advent brings.  I am reminded of the many gifts that 
God bestows on us each day; the gifts of His love and care sustain us.  The MCCP staff seeks to share 
these gifts with our preschool families.  Thank you from the bottom of our “warm hearts” for the gifts that 
you continue to share with us!


Peggy Williams wishes to thank Will Haas and the youth group that came out to rake leaves at her home 
for their mission project last month.  It is greatly appreciated!


Peggy Yates wishes to thank the Mount Carmel Church family for the love, support, cards and calls she 
received on the passing of her husband Leon.  She is very grateful.


Notes from the Congregation 

A special thanks to the Honeycutt Family - Larry, Kitty, and Ashley - for donating the church’s Christmas 
tree this year in loving memory of their dear friends Elward Horton and Jay Sparrow.


A Special Thanks 



December 2020

�8

Birthdays (December) 

17 Dan Dalton

17 Hunter Klingel

17 Hans Tammeling

19 Marvene Hilkey

20 Hope Davison

20 Karen Russell

21 Josie Eberhard

21 Jo Ann Dalton

21 Robert Rand

22 Tommie Blackwood

22 Brooklyn Craig

26 Kennedy Clowes

26 Cyndi Taylor

27 Jamie Daiker

29 Adele Fogleman

31 Greyson Bochicco


Anniversaries (January) 

12 Ray & Pam Porter

23 Bob & Elaine Jeffcoat


Celebrations in Our Congregation

Birthdays (January) 

01 Bill Goodrich

01 Michael Sparrow

01 Terry Prescott

05 Susan Mellott

08 Andrew Cutchin

08 John Eberhard

10 Betty Tomaro

13 Deborah Davis-Noell

13 Brooke Eberhard

14 Jody Spaugh

14 Betty Stroupe

15 Jerry Fisher

15 Hannah Stone

15 Chuck Livengood

18 Geary Blackwood

18 Braxton Sparrow

18 Jim Sparrow

19 Tish Rogers


Anniversaries (December) 

02 John & Julia Lynch

08 Clarence & Valerie Potter

10 Ben & Debby Berry

17 Tim & Kimberly Steiner

29 Michael & Teresa Perdue

29 Dick & Sue Richardson


Birthdays (January) 

20 Ken Taylor

21 Leah Sparrow

22 Will Atwater

24 David Staples

25 Christopher Oakley

26 Kevin Klingel

27 Charles Eakes

28 Patsy Williams

30 Nick Porter


Birthdays (December) 

01 Owen Steiner

03 Jim Bowen

02 Thomas Crook

05 Megan Daiker

06 David Daiker

06 Pattie Eberhard

07 Carol Sparrow 
Staples

09 Joree Merritt

09 Finn O’Daniel

09 Tolson O'Daniel

10 Justin Daiker

10 Wynne Thomas

11 Brittany Royster

12 Connie Bishop

13 Donna Sayers

17 Lewis Ballard
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Prayers for Our Congregation 

Celebrations: Congratulations to Mason and Jane Cutchin on the birth of their granddaughter, Lyla 
Emerson Cutchin, on 11/17 

New Concerns: David Staples’ son, Preston, who is struggling with a rare lung disease; Marvene 
Hilkey, who recently had a fall; Diane Cash and Karen Rowe’s brother, Michael Walker, who remains 
in hospital after several procedures; Roger Elmore, who recently underwent a serious procedure; 
Grace Harris’ daughter, Kelli, who recently underwent surgery, and daughter-in-law, Kelli, both of 
who has an upcoming surgery; Peggy Yates, as she mourns the passing of her husband, Leon, and 
remains in quarantine; Albert Collier, who was formally diagnosed with ALS; Randy Bishop’s brother, 
Roger Bishop, who is battling lymphoma 

Continuing Concerns: Deb and Ben Berry; Randy Bishop’s brother, Roger Bishop; Jewell 
Blackwood and her brother, Deryl Merritt; Tommie Blackwood’s friend, Linda Woods; Joyce 
Brimfield; Sherri Burch; Karen Chapman’s cousin, Judy Campbell; Pat Clark’s granddaughter, 
Jenna; Ron Craig’s aunts, Linda Smith and Patrica; Jo Ann Dalton; Carol Fogleman; Will 
Diggs; Kathy Graham’s daughter-in-law Chrissy Graham and son James January; Sunnee Hallman’s 
brother, Jim Hardee; Pat Horton; Elaine Jeffcoat; Robert Middour’s son, Rob; Valerie Potter; Cecelia 
Ramsey; Dick and Sue Richardson’s granddaughter, Ava; Susan Smialowicz; Crystal Sparrow’s 
nephew and her sister, Jack and Lisa; Betty and Dominick Tomaro’s Granddaughter, Sarah; Eddie 
Williams; Patsy and Eddie Williams’ grandson, Nic, and his wife Jo; Ronnie Woody 

Care Facilities: Paul Brimfield (Atria Southpoint Walk, 5705 Fayetteville Road, Room 6116, Durham, 
NC 27713, phone 919-423-6617); Albert Collier (The Pines Carolina Meadows); Linda Harris (2309 
Ellington St., Durham, NC 27704); Taffy Moore (Brookshire Nursing Facility, 300 Meadowlands Drive, 
Room 210B, Hillsborough, NC 27278); Doris Upton (Brian Center, 515 S. Generals Blvd, room 616, 
Lincolnton, NC 28092); Carol Fogleman (Parkview Rehabilitation Center, 1716 Legion Rd, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27517 – no visitors please, but cards and calls appreciated)


Hospitals: Bob Rand, Rex Hospital 

Deaths: Leon Yates; John Eberhard’s stepmother, Nancy Eberhard; Durant Bell; Sandra Stinett’s 
sister, Linda Harris; June and Ruth Sparrow’s son, Jay Sparrow; Glenn Lassiter’s cousin, Brad 
Hussey
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Mount Carmel Baptist Church

2016 Mt. Carmel Road

Chapel Hill, NC 27517

919-933-8565

www.mcbc1803.org

karen@mcbc1803.org

http://www.mcbc1803.org
mailto:karen@mcbc1803.org
http://www.mcbc1803.org
mailto:karen@mcbc1803.org
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